COM450/PLS475 International News Coverage (3 credits)
Spring 2010 Thursday, Friday 10:30-11:45

Instructor: Takashi Koyama

Email: ktakashi@aiu.ac.jp, ktakashi@aol.com

Office: B3-3 Phone 090-4208-7062

Course Description

Students will be introduced to international news in newspapers,
magazines and the internet. The emphasis will be on acquiring familiarity
with key political, economic and international developments. We will
explore the historical background of the Middle East problem, American
economic crisis, Six Party Talks on North Korea, Iran’s nuclear development
and China’s rise as a great power. We will also study the problems the
media face in covering international news.

Course Objectives

The course has three primary goals.

1) To be able to understand international news and regional issues as well
as terms which frequently appear in the news.

2) To improve students’ ability to gather information through English and
to express their views in English.

3) Teach students on ways to analyze international news and to form their
own opinion.

Study Materials
I will distribute newspaper and magazine articles in class.

Assessment
Two response papers (20%) , attendance(20%) and the final exam(60%)

Expected Academic Background
No background is necessary

Policies
Get the students interested in international news so that they will read
newspapers everyday

Format and Activities

In the beginning of class I will explain the important news of the week.
Students will read not only newspaper articles but will also listen to tapes
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press conferences and speeches given by well known American specialist
the Foreign Correspondents Club of Japan and Japan International

Institute Affairs. Debates and discussion among students on those issues

are welcomed.

Class Schedule
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. Using the Internet to Search International News

. Reporting from Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Washington
. Futenma

. Japan U.S. Security Treaty

. I MF Report and Japanese Economy

. U.S. Foreign Policy and Economy

. Why US is Misunderstood in Japan

. Public Diplomacy and Media

. International Media Leaving Japan

. NYT versus the Japanese Foreign Ministry

. Discussion

. The Most Important News of the World

. Second Most Important News of the World
. The Third Most Important News of the World
. Understanding Western Terms (1)

. Understanding Western Terms (2)

. Understanding Middle East Terms (1)

. Understanding Middle East Terms (2)

. The War on Terrorism

. The War on Terrorism and Nuclear Proliferation
. Middle East Peace (1)

. Middle East Peace (2)

. Discussion

. The Rise of Iran

. North Korea and the Six Party Talks

. Afghanistan

. Pakistan and India

. The Rise of China

. Russia, Europe and Africa

. Climate Warming (Environment)

. Analyzing international news
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