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#13% . [Developing the Countryside: What is the Rural?]

Rural areas across the world face a unique set of challenges. In Japan, rural areas are seeing dramatically falling
and aging populations which has raised questions over the long—term viability of many Japanese rural

communities. Elsewhere, rural communities face the opposite challenge. For example, in rural Kenya, an

increasing rural population means that there is intense competition over land. If we are interested in tackling
such rural issues, the first question we need to ask is “what is the rural”? This class will focus on how we

might start to define ‘rural’ and why defining the countryside is important. (GEFITIFEFETITWET, )
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#3:#% : [The Psychology of Gossip:
Why People Can’t Stop Talking About Each Other|

More than any other topic, people love to talk about other people. Such “gossip” is found in every culture of
the world, which indicates that it serves a necessary social function. However, gossip is often untrue and can
hurt the people being talked about. Given its moral downsides, why do humans love to gossip? Why do we like
and trust someone more after sharing gossip with them? In this talk, we will discuss the social functions of

gossip, the psychological and physiological reasons gossiping feels pleasurable, and how to resist to indulge in
hurtful gossip. GEFEIFFEFETITWVET, )
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